PRESIDENT   MASARYK   TELLS   HIS   STORY
If you add the Catholics you get four parties
altogether, the two big parties of the Socialists
and Agrarians, and against them the Bourgeois
Party, as it was called, and the Catholic Party.
But the specialization or, if you like, the dis-
integration, was going on, and small parties were
beginning to be formed.
A party system in politics is natural, but it has
its good and its bad side, like everything human.
Anything can be abused; it all depends on whether
folk are decent and well educated. I personally have
more faith in people than in institutions; that is to
say, political parties. It is certainly an interesting
problem why we should have so many parties when
the English and Americans manage with only two
or three; but the situation is not specifically Czech;
the German parties in Czechoslovakia are just as
divided. In both cases the origin of the splitting up
was really in Vienna; Vienna governed and adminis-
tered; Parliament and the Diets were under
Government control and the Crown; so the parties
did not bear the burden of responsibility, and it
was nothing to the Government when they split.
This training which we received under Austria is
not overcome yet; we demand de-Austrianization,
but we are really still living under the old regime.
The fact that the smaller parties united after the
Revolution and formed the National Democrats was